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What we want students to learn: That God’s Rescue Plan isn’t just about past sins, but also that it points to a 
glorious future where God is perfectly united with those He has rescued.

What we want students to do with what they’ve learned: To view their present struggles and challenges 
through the lens of the hope that the future provides believers.

Scripture Focus: Revelation 7:19-17

Supporting Scripture: Revelation 21:1-8

Overview: We’re mistaken if we only think about God’s Rescue Plan in terms of addressing our sin problem. 
That is, of course, a big part of it. The main part of it, actually. But there is another aspect of God’s Rescue Plan 
that is vitally important for us to consider: our eternal future with God. See, God didn’t just save us from past 
sins. And He wasn’t only concerned with our present usefulness. As much as anything, the Book of Revelation 
shows us that God has a future in store that both recalls and perfects the personal relationship He had with 
Adam and Eve in Eden. There is a day coming, says Revelation, where God will once again personally and phys-
ically dwell with His people, in loving relationship, in a reality devoid of the effects of sin. THIS is the future 
for those who have been rescued. And it is a powerful source of hope for anyone who deals with the struggles of 
life today. This lesson will challenge students to embrace this reality, drawing strength and hope for it as they go 
throughout their lives.

TEACHER PREP VIDEO 
Each Rescue lesson comes with a Teacher Prep Video. These are short videos designed to help you grasp 
the main point of the lesson as you prepare to teach.

To access your Rescue lesson 14 Teacher Prep Video, login to your Lesson Manager, navigate to lesson 14, 
and click on the “Background” tab. You’ll notice the Teacher Prep Video near the top of the Lesson 
Manager window.

BIBLE BACKGROUND
The Bible Background is designed to help you provide some context for the Scripture you’ll be studying. 
The Details gives you background info for each book. The Setting informs you of what’s happening in and 
around the passage. The Main Point gives you an overview of how the passage will be used in the lesson.

•  What do we mean by “context”? In every ym360 Bible Study lesson, you’ll notice we make a point to
encourage you to provide the context for the passages you study. By “context” we mean at the very least
helping students know who wrote the book, when it was written, and why it was written.

•  What’s the big deal? When we teach the Bible without giving context, students don’t get a “big



RESCUE
discovering how the Gospel 
rescues and redeems us

THE

picture” understanding of the story of the Bible. But this view is vital to grasping the story of God’s 
plan of redemption for humankind. As you teach, use the Bible Background to help summarize the 
context. 

THE DETAILS
 •  Author: The author identifies himself simply as John. Although there is some disagreement as to 

whom this John was, the traditional belief from early Church fathers, as well as internal evidence, 
suggests that John was John, son of Zebedee, a disciple of Jesus.

 •  Time frame: Although some scholars argue for Revelation referencing events during the reign of 
Nero (A.D. 54-68), most traditionally agree that it was written near the end of Domitian’s reign in 
the late A.D. 90s. 

 •  Purpose: John wrote Revelation based on a message from Christ to His Church. Jesus wanted the 
churches to be encouraged and strengthened to resist the temptations of Satan to cower away from 
their faith and the proclamation of it.

THE SETTING
The message of Revelation was addressed to seven first-century churches in the Roman province of Asia. 
However, they were representative of all of Christ’s churches. Therefore, the warnings and messages should 
be heeded by churches today. The first-century churches were plagued by false teachings, persecution, com-
promise, immorality, and spiritual complacency. If the book was indeed written by John the Apostle around 
the time of A.D. 95-96, then John was likely writing from the island of Patmos, where he had been exiled 
for his faith and proclamation.

THE MAIN POINT
Revelation was written to seven real-life churches that represent believers today. However, the genre of 
Revelation is apocalyptic and prophetic in nature. Therefore, the main points can get lost in symbolic lan-
guage and prophetic messages. There are many brilliant people who disagree about what each and every 
miniscule symbol or metaphor means. When we do this, we lose sight of the forest for the trees. Jesus’ main 
point (through John) was to admonish and encourage His churches to stand strong in the face of a culture 
and circumstances that desire to weaken their relationship with God and His mission in the world. In addi-
tion, John was given insight into the end times. This message is intended to be one of encouragement to the 
Church, as well as a call to stand strong in the face of intense persecution that would come. Above all, the 
main point is that Jesus is Lord, and all of His people will be reunited with Him at the end of days when 
they will join Him in the celebration of the final defeat of evil. 
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LESSON PLAN
The Lesson Plan contains three elements: an introductory activity called The Lead In; the Bible Study sec-
tion called The Main Event; and an application-focused segment called The Last Word.

THE LEAD IN
 •  Goal:  To help students begin to think about how the outcome of a situation can determine their 

strength or hope to continue in it. 
 •  Set-Up: Place three signs on the walls in different spots in the room. The three signs should read 

“Yes,” “No,” and “Maybe.” 

FIRST, explain to students that you are going to read a series of question, and they are to find their 
answer on the wall and stand by it until the next question is read. Then, read the following questions. 
If you’d like, you may pause on occasion to ask students why they chose their respective answer:
 •  Would you eat live worms for $25?
 •  Would you eat live worms for $100?
 •  Would you eat live worms for $1,000?
 •  Would you eat cow eyes for $25,000?
 •  Would you eat cow eyes for $1,000,000?   

NEXT, instruct students to have a seat. Invite them to describe why their answers changed based on 
the outcome. Explain that this was a simple exercise to get our minds thinking about what we would 
endure if we knew the outcome. Ask: 
 •  How can knowing the outcome of a situation give us strength and hope to keep pushing on, 

even in struggles?
  o  Answers will vary.

FINALLY, when students have shared their thoughts, explain that this was a lighthearted way to get 
them thinking about outcomes and how they can motivate us or bring us hope in the midst of literally 
or metaphorically yucky things. Say something like:
 •  In this lesson we aren’t going to talk about dietary laws of the Old Testament. We’re actu-

ally going to be talking about the future—our future based on God’s promises to us. Our 
salvation doesn’t end at the moment we repent, ask Christ to forgive our sins, and trust in 
Him. God has saved us for an eternally-long relationship, no longer impeded by sin. That’s 
incredible news! Let’s get started!
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Transition into The Main Event portion of the lesson.

THE MAIN EVENT
•  Goal: To help students understand that God’s eternal salvation rescues His followers from the

effects of sin by giving them Himself.
•  Set-Up: You’ll benefit from a dry erase board, but it ’s not critical. Make sure students have

Bibles or that they are able to look along with a friend. If you choose, you may want to display
the “Rescue Unit 1 Overview” as a way of showing students what you will be covering over the
next few weeks. The PDF is provided if you would like to print a copy or copies. The JPG is
intended for electronic display.

FIRST, you have an optional way to begin your time together. Take a moment to review what you have 
covered so far and what you will be covering in the upcoming weeks by referencing the “Rescue Unit 1 
Overview.” We’ve provided a visual of this entitled the “Rescue Unit 1 Overview” in both PDF and JPG 
formats. (You’ll find it among your lesson 14 documents.) 

NEXT, remind students that we will be looking at a passage in the Book of Revelation. Begin with the Bi-
ble Background information, being up front with students that Revelation is an apocalyptic book—talking 
about end times. These books typically have a lot of symbolism and imagery that are difficult to interpret 
exactly. Explain that many intelligent scholars have disagreed about the specificity of some of John’s 
visions. However, encourage students that this does not mean that this book (or the Bible as a whole) is 
unreliable or useless. Say something like: 

•  Although people may disagree on exactly how something in Revelation will happen in the fu-
ture or what exactly some of the symbols mean, we can agree on the overall truths of what God
has given us in this book. Don’t get bogged down or stuck on the details when God’s amazing
truths are clearly evident.

Invite students to describe what happens when Olympians from their home country win a gold medal (or 
when their favorite national or local football, soccer, baseball, etc., team wins a big tournament). Students 
may describe scenes such as fans lining up along streets for a parade, fans greeting the teams at the airport 
for a celebration, or fans standing in their homes and singing their national anthem. Then, ask:
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 •  These fans are celebrating in victory as if they had won themselves. But, did they compete phys-
ically themselves?

  o  Answer: No. They “won” based on association.

THEN, explain that today’s passage starts out in a similar way—with people celebrating a great victory 
that they didn’t actually win themselves but won by association. Invite a student to read Revelation 7:9-
10. Afterwards, tell students that during the Grecian games, the winners (or conquerors) would come back 
to their homes waving palm branches in their hands. Point out that the people in these verses are holding 
these palm branches as if they were victorious. Then ask: 
 •  What do the people yell out that tells us who the real Conqueror is?
  o  Answer: That their victory (salvation) was from God and the Lamb. The world is as it is 

because of God.
 •  Who is the Lamb?
  o  Answer: Jesus. He is often referred to as the Lamb in Revelation, as He was offered like a 

sacrificial lamb on our behalf. (If students need more explanation, remind them that God 
required His people to offer a blood sacrifice for sins in the Old Testament Law/Old Cove-
nant. But, when Jesus died, He offered Himself as the perfect sacrifice for sins.)

Point out that John’s vision then tells us more about the Lamb. Enlist a student to read verses 13-14. Ex-
plain that some people disagree on exactly who these people in white robes are, but the passage seems to 
indicate that they are those who have come through the time of intense tribulation before Jesus’ return. Say 
something like:
 •  Whether this group of people is specific to the tribulation or not, we can know that they rep-

resent everyone who has followed Christ. The rewards they receive (we’ll talk about those in 
a minute) are for all of those who trust in Christ, and the persecution they faced is common 
throughout the ages for believers. So, don’t get stuck here. Understand that what they are gen-
erally experiencing is the same ending that is described for all believers elsewhere in Scripture 
(except maybe not the white robes—we aren’t sure about what clothing will be in heaven).

 Then, ask:
 •  In John’s visions, he has a kind of guide who explains what is going on around him. What did 

this person tell John about how the robes of these people became white?
  o  Answer: By washing them in the blood of the Lamb.
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 •  That seems counter intuitive that something could be made spotless white by washing it in 
blood. What was this description a picture of ? (Hint: Think about our earlier discussion of why 
Jesus was the Lamb; also, think about the blood as a righteous sin cleanser.)

  o  Answer: Jesus’ death on the cross provided God’s required sacrifice for our sin. Through His 
blood, then, our sins could be forgiven, and we could stand in God’s holy presence as righ-
teous. All of these people in white robes had trusted in Christ for salvation and followed 
Him in obedience. Therefore, His blood made them spotless before God.

NEXT, read verses 15-16 aloud. Point out that, like we just talked about, because each of these persons had 
trusted in Christ, repented, and lived in obedience to Him, they were able to stand in God’s very presence and 
under His care. Invite students to describe how verse 15 illustrates the Lamb as their shepherd. Then, ask: 
 •  How does it make you feel to read or hear these verses? 
  o  Answers will vary and could include anything from joy to being overcome with emotions to 

even fear for some students who may not have trusted Christ yet.
 •  Why do these verses seem to be so hopeful to those who follow Christ? What is missing from 

the world that is described here?
  o  Answer: They describe a world without sin or the effects of sin.
 •  What would you most look forward to in a world without sin?
  o  Answers will vary and may include a world without sickness, disease, war, gossip, natural 

disasters, broken relationships, etc.

Instruct students to look back over the passage and count how many times John mentioned the people be-
ing before or with God, as well as how many times His care for them is mentioned. Point out that there are 
at least four mentions in verses 9, 15, and 17. Then, tell them to look closely at the beginning of verse 17. 
Explain that the word “for” describes why the events of the preceding verses will happen. Ask:
 •  Why, then, is heaven so special?
  o  Answer: Because God is there with His people. Emphasize that heaven isn’t cool because 

it’s not hell. It’s incredible because God is there! God—there WITH His people. In the 
same place, shepherding them and giving them a world without the effects of sin.

 •  Why is that so hard to wrap our minds around?
  o  Answers will vary.

Enlist two students to read Revelation 21:1-8 with one reading the “narration” and the other reading the 
speaker (the words of God in quotations). Encourage the student reading the speaker part to read with 
joyous emotion. After the passage is read, invite students to name what one thing from the passage sparked 
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their heart or mind the most. Allow a couple minutes of sharing, including your own thoughts. 

Then, instruct students to compare these passages. You may wish to write their findings on the dry erase 
board to emphasize the truths. Note how these two passages focus on the truths that God will wipe tears 
away, there will be no more hunger, pain, etc., and that God will be with them. The eternal life of believers 
is great, not just because they won’t be sad or hurt anymore but also because they are living WITH God—
the source of life, joy, love, and healing—forever! Point out that the reason they won’t be sad or hurt any-
more is because GOD WILL BE WITH THEM! (Be excited about this truth! Show students how incred-
ibly joyous this hope is!)

Invite students to share one word that describes the truths of today’s passages for a follower of Christ.

FINALLY, say something like:
 •  Jesus gave Himself on the cross to save us from our sin. He conquered Satan and sin to free us from 

the effects of sin in heaven. And, God rescues us from sin to give Himself in eternity. Salvation isn’t 
just for the here and now, and it’s not just for the future. God has saved us from separation from Him 
now, and He will save us from the effects of sin in the world in eternity. But, best of all, the future of 
believers means that we can and will live in the presence of God forever.

Ask if there are any questions, and if there are none, then transition into The Last Word.

THE LAST WORD
 •  Goal: To help students grasp the full hope of salvation by recognizing the importance of the past, pres-

ent, and future aspects of our rescue.
 •  Set-Up: You’ll want to use a dry erase board to help students mentally think about our complete salvation.

FIRST, on the dry erase board, write the following words as headings: “Past,” “Present,” and “Future.” 
Explain that when we become followers of Christ, it is a one-time event but also a present and future event. 
Use the following questions as guidelines to help students discuss these aspects of salvation. Under each 
heading, write words that would describe these aspects as you discuss them:
 •  Thinking about what we discussed with the robes becoming white, how does salvation happen 

in the past? 
  o  Answer: When we decided to repent of our sin and trust in Christ, we were forgiven and 
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could then stand before God in Christ’s righteousness. (If you want to introduce a theolog-
ical word to students here, you can tell them that this is called justification.)

 •  Thinking about the persecution that these people in white robes faced, can you think about how 
salvation affects our present lives?

  o  Answer: This answer is not completely obvious from today’s passage, but help students 
understand that living in the strength of Christ helps them endure everyday life and the 
hardships they face as they become more like Him. (If you want to introduce a theological 
word to students here, you can tell them that this is called sanctification.)

 •  Thinking about the passage we just read describing eternal life, how does salvation impact 
our future?

  o  Answer: Because of our salvation in Christ, we will live forever in His presence with no ef-
fects of sin remaining in the world or in our bodies. (If you want to introduce a theological 
word to students here, you can tell them that this is called glorification.)

THEN, admit that these are very simplified descriptions of salvation and that when we choose to follow 
Christ, we aren’t just getting one of these. 

NEXT, explain that often we run into the danger of separating these aspects of our salvation. Some people 
may only see God’s Rescue Plan as a way to get to heaven or as a way to make them feel better about their 
past. Refer students to the descriptions on the board as you ask the following questions:
 •  What is the danger in viewing salvation only as a way to find forgiveness for our past sins? How 

will this affect how we view our lives?
  o  Answers may include: We miss the beauty of living with God; we have no hope for the 

future; and we have no reason to continue to live faithfully. When we look at our lives with-
out a future, we lose hope.

 •  What is the danger in viewing salvation only as a way to get to heaven? How will this affect how 
we view our lives?

  o  Answer: We see salvation as a type of “insurance” that helps us after we die but doesn’t mo-
tivate us to obey Christ in our lives. We may either live however we want or live in constant 
guilt of past sins. 

FINALLY, ask students to think about how their view of salvation has impacted their lives. Encourage 
them to consider how they view sin, their future, and their hope based on their relationship with Christ. 
Say something like:



RESCUE
discovering how the Gospel 
rescues and redeems us

THE

•  When we ignore the way that God has intended salvation to encompass our whole lives—
past, present, and future—then we reject the complete way that He wants to work in our
lives. Let’s be honest: life is hard. But, when we see our future from Scripture, we can have
hope in Christ—not because it will all be sweet and easy but because He sees us, He knows
us, He is fighting for us, and He will come back for us to destroy all sin and wipe every tear
away for eternity.

Encourage students to begin to see their circumstances and their decisions through the lens of eternity this 
week. Tell them to consider the hope they have because of their future, the freedom they have because of 
what Christ has forgiven in their past, and the strength they have because of the Spirit with them today.

Make sure there are no closing thoughts, and then close in prayer.

•  Don’t forget to remind students about their devotions this week. If you’re posting them on Ins-
tagram or some other means of electronic distribution, make sure you inform students of when
they will be receiving them.

•  Use the Social Media Guide to stay in touch with students via text or Instagram and to encour-
age them to follow through with reading their devotions.

We Want To Hear From You . . . 
•  Do you have questions about a lesson?
•  Something that worked particularly well you want to share?
•  Something that didn’t work you want to bring up?

We value your feedback! Please do not hesitate to email us with your questions, comments, or concerns at 
feedback@youthministry360.com.
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